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've arranged for us to go on a small

outing to the desert roses fields, said
Renee, as the two of us were contemplat-
ing the best way to spend a weekend in
Qatar after Brian had made his way over
on a ‘business trip’ from Riyadh.

Renee is now an official committee mem-
ber of the Qatari Natural History Society
(well, she has been there for nearly a
month, so this will come as no surprise to
the official Renee fan club) and the monthly
QNHS trip seemed an ideal way to spend a
Friday.
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Brian's air conditioning had decided to
pack up the day before he left Saudi [ok,
enough comments about Hyundais, thank
you — Ed] so Renee arranged for us to get
a lift from a Danish couple who had been in
the sheikhdom for at least three months.

We all met up at a garage on the outskirts
of Doha where 41 cars of varying descrip-
tions were already gathering ready for the
big ‘off’. Unfortunately many members of
the club had made other arrangements

for the day
but  despite
that, the self
appointed
leader shouted
out in a loud
voice that as
we were going
to be driving
off-road, it
was totally
impossible for
anything other
than a 4x4 to
come on the
trip, so would
everyone
please arrange
which car they
would be trav-
elling in.

Suddenly
our ‘small’ trip
got even small-
er. There must
have been 12
saloon cars
in this motley
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collection, so the convoy was straight away
decimated to only 29. We were lucky in hav-
ing such a strong decisive leader as the next
thing we learned was that each car should
have a Post-It note strategically positioned
in the rear window with a number on it so
that everyone would know who to follow.

Unfortunately, ours blew off at the very first
opportunity but amazingly, given the fact
that we were at the very front of the group,
the remaining 28 cars still managed to work
this out.

Of course, as we would be travelling at
least 50kms to get to our destination, every-
one made sure they had enough go-go-juice
in their tanks to get there and back (just as
well as we only passed three petrol stations

on the entire trip), and eventually we snaked
out onto the main road - sorry, building site.
(Much to Renee's amazement, she swears
she actually saw some women at the wheel
of their cars!).

One of the reasons that we were the lead

car might have been that
between us we had three
GPS units, so despite the
fact that we had to make at
least four right angled turns
on the journey, we didn't
. once get lost. (Later on,
~ one of the party confided
that he wouldn't dare go into
~ the desert without a GPS.
. Imagine being stranded at
least 3km from a road and
not knowing which way to
go. It doesn't bear thinking
about.)
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Gypsum is a very common
mineral in supra-tidal carbonate
environments

DR precipitates from enriched
pore water due to evaporation in
areas with shallow groundwater
table

They form from petal like crystals
that grow together to extensive
crusts or individual roses.

They grow in the host sediment,
filling the porespace and enclosing
the host sediment grains

May be found along the inland
edge of costal sabkhas and under
inland playas

Controling Factors;

* Topography: Shallow, saline water
table

* Climate: Evaporation >
Precipitation (desert)

* Host sediment: mineralogy,color
and grainsize

At this Locality

= Water table 50-80 cm below
ground

* Host sediment: light grey brown
very fine grained carbonate sand

* Good hot desert climate
Gypsum forms an extensive crust
of crystals just above the water
table
In places additional gypsum roses
grow freely 10-20cm above the
water table
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NO3tar Desert Roses
= ripil rack
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